Hural  Jistnct  af  (Kulmstok, 

DEVON. 

Ar\r\ual  Report  of  tKe  Medical  Officer  of  Healtk 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1913. 

The  area  of  your  district  is  20,972  acres,  or  roughly  33  square  miles.  It  comprises 
the  Parishes  of 

Burlescombe,  3,645  acres  Clayhidon,  4,741  acres  Culinstock,  3,657  acres 
Hemyock,  5,901  acres  Holcombe  Rogus,  3,028  acres 

The  district  is  a purely  agricultural  one,  and  there  are  no  trades  carried  on  which 
can  be  considered  prejudical  to  health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  populations  of  the  several  Parishes  (1911  Census)  are  as  follows: — 

Burlescombe  ..  693  Clayhidon  ..  457  Culmstock  ..  811 

Hemyock  ..  ..  884  Holcombe  Rogus  ..  501  Forming  a total  of  3,346 

Births. — Forty-nine  births  were  registered  in  the  district  (29  boys  and  20  girls),  giving 
a birth  rate  of  1464  per  1,000.  The  rate  for  1912  was  185  per  1,000. 


Deaths. — Forty  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  giving  a rate  of  119  per  1,000. 
The  rate  for  1912  was  134  per  1000.  In  addition  there  are  8 transferable  deaths  to 
record. 


T he  ages  at  which  death  occurred  may  be  tabulated  thus  : — 

Under  Between  : — 

1 year  1 & 5 5 & 20  30  & 40  40  & 50  50  & 60  60  & 70  70  & 80  80  & 90  Total 

11  122  8 9 9 7 40 


T he  classified  causes  of  death  are  as  follows  : — 


Heart  Disease  . . . . • • 17 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . . . 3 

Other  Lung  Diseases  . . . . . . 8 

Malignant  Disease  . . . . . . 7 

Uraemia  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage..  ..  ..  2 

Accidental  . . . . . . • • 1 

~~  Total  . . 40 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease. — Two  outbreaks  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  first  in  May  and  June,  when  33  cases  were  notified  from  Hemyock, 
one  of  which  was  fatal,  and  4 cases  from  Culmstock.  The  second  in  November  and 
December,  when  29  cases  were  notified  from  Holcombe  Rogus.  During  April  and  May 
8 cases  of  Measles  and  1 of  German  Measles  occurred  at  Holcombe  Rogus.  Between 
July  and  December  3 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  at  Holcombe  Rogus, 
and  3 at  Hemyock,  one  of  the  latter  proving  fatal.  Three  isolated  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
occurred  during  the  year,  2 at  Culmstock  (including  1 mild  case),  the  other  at  Burles- 
combe.  The  source  of  the  trouble  was  not  traced. 

All  cases  were  treated  at  their  own’  homes,  and  appropriate  measures  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Of  other  diseases,  it  is  a pleasure  to  note  the  small  amount  of  venereal  disease, 
and  no  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

Water  Supply. — Almost  entirely  from  wells,  and  in  my  opinion  cannot  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory,  most  of  the  samples  showing  some  degree  of  pollution.  Out  of 
10  samples  tested  by  me,  3 were  very  good  (those  from  Oxenpark,  Carlingwark,  and 
Henborough  Farms);  the  remainder  showed  various  degrees  of  pollution. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  no  disease  has  occurred  which  can  be  attributed  to  this 
cause,  and  that  there  are  probably  some  good  waters  which  have  not  yet  been  tested. 
The  public  well  at  Hemyock  now  yields  a good  drinking  water,  but  the  school  well  is 
still  unsatisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  special  schemes  proposed  during  the  year.  The  new 
Sewer  at  Culmstock  works  satisfactorily. 

Closet  Accommodation.— Pail  Closets  have  been  largely  adopted  where  no  proper 
Cesspits  were  available,  and  connections  with  existing  Sewers  have  been  made  where 
possible. 

Scavenging. — No  special  arrangements  for  disposal  of  refuse. 

Sanitary  Inspections.— One  hundred  dwellings  have  been  inspected  during  the  year 
under  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  Of  these,  51  were  satisfactory  and  no  action 
was  taken.  49  notices  were  issued  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances.  20  have  been 
satisfactorily  complied  with,  and  also  59  in  respect  of  the  year  1912.  There  are  no 
cases  of  overcrowding  to  report. 

Schools.— The  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  inspected,  and  call  for  no  comment. 
The  School  at  Holcombe  Rogus  was  closed  for  six  weeks  during  the  December  epidemic 
of  Whooping  Cough. 

Food.— There  are  no  registered  Dairies  or  Milk  Shops  in  the  district,  those  who 
sell  milk  claiming  exemption  under  paragraph  5 and  6 of  Article  6,  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order,  1895. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  have  all  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

No  articles  of  food  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Housing  of  Working  Classes  is  generally  not  inadequate,  but  any  new  cottages 
would  probably  find  occupiers. 

Plans  for  one  new  house  have  been  submitted,  but  decision  was  postponed. 

Outworkers. — The  workrooms  of  31  Lace  Menders  employed  by  the  Chard  Lace 
Factory  were  inspected  at  Holcombe  and  Burlescombe.  One  showed  minor  defects. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  are  undertaken  gratuitously  by  the  Devon  County 
Council  in  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and  Tuberculosis.  This  is  very 
much  appreciated.  Four  specimens  of  blood  were  examined  for  Typhoid  by  the  Widal 
Test,  and  three  were  found  to  be  positive. 

isolation  Hospital. — Your  Council  have  a contract  with  the  Authorities  of  the  Tiverton 
Isolation  Hospital,  by  which  patients  from  your  district  may  be  received  into  that 
Institution  at  a fixed  charge  per  week,  when  the  need  arises. 

I wish  to  offer  my  best  appreciation  to  your  Inspector  for  his  help  in  my  work. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

SYDNEY  F.  HUTH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Culmstock,  Devon. 


c 


